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THE DOLPHIN CLUBHOUSE (now scheduled for another 
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Í THE DOLPHIN CLUB `L 


Ts DOLPHIN Swimming and 
Boating Club at Aquatic Park 
has for over 85 years been a 
quiet but important part of the 
San Francisco that is athletic. 
There, lawyers and longshore- 
men alike enjoy the vigorous 
sports that come with living by 
the sea. 

The club was started in 1877 
by a group of German gymnas- 
tic enthusiasts whose love for 
rowing came with them from 
the old country. They built a 
large shed at Kelly’s Cove 
(Where Bay and Taylor now 
meet) for their boathouse; then, 
in 1887, John Wieland of Wie- 
land’s Brewery donated a barge 
(still in use today), and the self- 
supporting club was chartered. 

History of the Dolphins from 
that time till this is one of 
many fine athletes and tradi 
tions. The “Golden Gate Swim” 
has taken place 45 times (mem- 
bers race under the bridge from 


move) 


in its second location 


ESboRs6. MINDED SINCE 1877. 


Fort Point to Lime Rock); the 
midwinter “Hike and Dip” into 
the Pacific records 69 years of 
goose-pimply entrants, ages 17 
to 70. Rowing to the State Fair 
in Sacramento is an annual 
event which dates back to 1923, 
and sprinting out to Candlestick 
Park—via rowboat, of course— 
is a favorite sport of those row- 
ers whose interests include base- 
ball, too. 


The present, sprawling boat- 
house at the foot of Hyde street 
is the club’s fourth location. 
Soon it will move, according 
to the city’s master plan for 
Aquatic Park, but it will still 
remain on the lagoon. Undoubt- 
edly then, as now, on any morn- 
ing a Dolphin can be seen 
plunging nonchalantly into the 
chill waters of the Bay for a 
quick trip “around the cove.” 


Georgia Sockett 
Photo courtesy of the Dolphin Club 





























at the foot of Van Ness avenue. 


